DAUGHTERS   OF   QXJEEN   VICTORIA

together in England were those when, staying at Uncle
Leopold's house at Claremont, they went out driving
or walking alone with Lehzen and escaped for an
afternoon from the very uneasy domestic atmosphere.
Certainly the Duchess was very strict with her two
daughters, but there was something more than that,
felt by the elder, Feodore, then, and felt by Victoria
also when she grew a little older. This was their
mother's dependence on Sir John Conroy. Charles
Greville, the most scandalous of the world's best
diarists, duly commented on this. He reports a con-
versation he had with the Duke of Wellington in
which he asked him whether he believed that the
Duchess was Conroy's mistress and the Duke said
that he supposed that was so, adding, on another
occasion, that he fancied that Princess Victoria must
have seen " some act of familiarity " between the two
that would account for the girPs frozen dislike of her
mother, which subsequently was so manifest, and for
her detestation of Conroy* That such was the mis-
chievous tittle-tattle of scandalmongers was certainly
the case, and our most injudicious Duchess gave
ample cause for the wagging of unfriendly tongues.
It must be remembered on the other hand, that until
Victoria ascended the throne at the age of eighteen,
she always slept in her mother's room, which seems
an unlikely arrangement to be made by a woman
who was carrying on a secret intrigue.

But whether this was so or not, there was sufficient
cause for the Queen's unhappy recollections of her
childhood* By day and night she was under the
scrutinifcing eye of her elders, she lived as on a desert